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ASH WEDNESDAY 

 

P: In the Name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

C: Amen 

 

Psalm Of Repentance:  Psalm 51:1-3, 6-12, 17 

 

P:  The sacrifices of God are a broken spirit; a broken and contrite heart, 

O God, you will not despise. 

C:  Have mercy on me, O God, according to your unfailing love; 

P:  according to your great compassion blot out my transgressions. 

C:  Wash away all my iniquity and cleanse me from my sin. 

P:  For I know my transgressions, and my sin is always before me. 

C:  Surely you desire truth in the inner parts; you teach me wisdom 

in the inmost place. 

P:  Cleanse me with hyssop, and I will be clean; wash me, and I will be 

whiter than snow. 

C:  Let me hear joy and gladness; let the bones you have crushed 

rejoice. 

P:  Hide your face from my sins and blot out all my iniquity. 

C:  Create in me a pure heart, O God, and renew a steadfast spirit 

within me. 

P:  Do not cast me from your presence or take your Holy Spirit from 

me. 

C:  Restore to me the joy of your salvation and grant me a willing 

spirit, to sustain me. 

C:  Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; as 

it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen. 

 

P:  The sacrifices of God are a broken spirit; a broken and contrite heart, 

O God, you will not despise. 

 

Exhortation 

 

P:  Brothers and sisters: God created us to experience joy in communion 

with Him, to love all humanity, and to live in harmony with all of His 

creation.  But sin separates us from God, our neighbors, and creation, 

and so we do not enjoy the life our Creator intended for us.  Also, by our 

sin we grieve our Father, who does not desire us to come under His 

judgment, but to turn to Him and live. 

 

As disciples of the Lord Jesus we are called to struggle against 

everything that leads us away from love of God and neighbor.  

Repentance, self-denial, prayer, and works of love--the disciplines of 

Lent--help us to wage our spiritual warfare.  I invite you, therefore, to 

commit yourselves to this struggle and confess your sins, asking our 

Father for strength to persevere in your Lenten discipline. 

 

(A time for reflection and self-examination) 

 

 

Confession 

 

P:  Most holy and merciful Father: 

C:  We confess to You and to one another, and to the whole 

communion of saints in heaven and on earth, that we have sinned 

by our own fault in thought, word, and deed; by what we have done, 

and by what we have left undone. 

P:  We have not loved You with our whole heart, and mind, and strength.  

We have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.  We have not forgiven 

others, as we have been forgiven. 

C:  Have mercy on us, Lord. 

P:  We have been deaf to Your call to serve as Christ served us.  We have 

not been true to the mind of Christ.  We have grieved Your Holy Spirit. 

C:  Have mercy on us, Lord. 

P:  We confess to You, Lord, all our past unfaithfulness. The pride, 

hypocrisy, and impatience in our lives, 

C:  we confess to You, Lord. 

P:  Our self-indulgent appetites and ways, and our exploitation of other 

people, 

C:  we confess to You, Lord. 

P:  Our anger at our own frustration, and our envy of those more 

fortunate than ourselves, 

C:  we confess to You, Lord. 

P:  Our intemperate love of worldly goods and comforts, and our 

dishonesty in daily life and work, 

C:  we confess to You, Lord. 

P:  Our negligence in prayer and worship, and our failure to commend 



the faith that is in us, 

C:  we confess to You, Lord. 

P:  Accept our repentance, Lord, for the wrongs we have done.  For our 

blindness to human need and suffering, and our indifference to injustice 

and cruelty, 

C:  accept our repentance, Lord. 

P:  For all false judgments, for uncharitable thoughts toward our 

neighbors, and for our prejudice and contempt toward those who differ 

from us, 

C:  accept our repentance, Lord. 

P:  For our waste and pollution of Your creation, and our lack of concern 

for those who come after us, 

C:  accept our repentance, Lord. 

P:  Restore us, good Lord, and let your anger depart from us. 

C:  Hear us, Lord, for Your mercy is great.  Amen. 

P:  Accomplish in us, O God, the work of Your salvation, 

C:  that we may show forth Your glory in the world. 

P:  By the cross and Passion of Your Son, our Lord, 

C:  bring us with all Your saints to the joy of his resurrection. 

 

Absolution 

P: Upon this, your confession, I by virtue of my office as a called 

and ordained servant of the Word, announce the grace of God to all of 

you.  And in the stead and by the command of my Lord Jesus Christ, I 

forgive you all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and 

of the Holy Spirit. 

C: Amen. 

P: The Lord be with you. 

C: And also with you. 

P: Let us pray... (collect for Ash Wednesday) ... Who lives and reigns 

with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C: Amen. 

 

(be seated) 

Old Testament Lesson:  Joel 2:12-19 

 

Epistle Lesson:   2 Corinthians 5:2b--6:10 

 

Gospel Lesson:  Matthew 6:1-16, 16-21 

 

Hymn of the Day  “From Depths of Woe I Cry To Thee”………..607 

 

Sermon 

 

Catechism: “Confession and Absolution” - page 326  

   

Offering 

 

Prayer of the Church 

 

P:  O God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, grant us the blessing of 

Your Holy Spirit as we start upon the Lenten path.    

C:  Lead us in our reflection and meditation on Your Word. 

P:  Lead us to be truly repentant for our sinful living. 

C:  Help us to withstand the temptations of this life, the worries of 

the day, and those busy activities which would draw us away from 

You. 

P:  Restore in us responsibility toward those in need. 

C:  Renew our efforts at witnessing to all around us. 

P:  Reveal to us Your boundless grace in the cross. 

C:  Lead us throughout these 40 days--and all our life beyond--upon 

that path where You would have us go.  Amen. 

 

 

                   SERVICE OF HOLY COMMUNION 

 

Preparation 

 

P:  Remember these things, O Jacob, 

C:  and Israel, for you are my servant. 

P:  I formed you, you are My servant. 

C:  O Israel, you will not be forgotten by Me. 

P:  I have swept away your transgressions like a cloud, 

C:  and your sins like a mist. 

P:  Return to Me, 

C:  for I have redeemed you. 

P:  Indeed, under the Law 

C:  almost everything is purified with blood. 



P:  And without the shedding of blood 

C:  there is no forgiveness of sins. 

P:  For our sake, God made Him to be sin 

C:  who knew no sin, 

P:  so that in Him, 

C:  we might become the righteousness of God. 

P:  The blood of Jesus His Son 

C:  cleanses us from all sin. 

P:  To Him who loves us 

C:  and has freed us from our sins by His blood, 

P:  and made us a kingdom, 

C:  priests to His God and Father, 

P:  to Him be glory and dominion, 

C:  forever and ever.  Amen. 

 

 

Lord's Prayer 

P: Lord, remember us in Your Kingdom and teach us to pray: 

C: Our Father, Who art in heaven... 

 

Words of Institution 

 

P:  The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C:  And also with you. 

 

Agnus Dei  "Lamb of God, Pure and Holy"……………………... 434 

 

Music During Distribution 

 

Hymn “To Thee, Omniscient Lord of All…………………………613 

 

Prayer of Thanksgiving 

 

Benediction 

 

Recessional Hymn: "Christ, Mighty Savior”…………………..   881 

 

 

 

 
Those Assisting Us Tonight 

Organist:  Alicia Haggin 

 Elder:  Dwight Hooker 

Altar Guild:  Susan Martin 

                                Sue Van Wakeman 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


